
The New Strategic Agenda for 2019-2024 adopted by the European Council insists on the urgent 
need to build a climate-neutral, green, fair and social Europe. In order to address these needs 
successfully it is paramount that the EU sets herself not only ambitious goals but also builds 
competences needed in achieving them. In this way the EU ensures a leading role in sustainable 
growth of the World economy. 

Transition towards climate neutrality and sustainable circular economy calls for fundamental 
changes to all sectors and players in society. It is important to create a solid regulative base which 
ensures a level playing field for sustainable industrial processes globally and strengthens EU’s 
internal markets to advance the application of clean technologies and solutions.  

• In the EU, we must work actively for the climate change mitigation and adaptation while encour-
aging all countries to adopt same ambitious policies globally. The EU should set herself a legally 
binding objective of reaching a carbon-neutral society by 2050 and to define its climate, energy 
and industrial policies respectively. An integrated approach is needed.

• Climate change mitigation actions must be cost-effective. EU pathways for transition to low 
carbon or even zero-emission energy production and industrial processes should proceed con-
currently in all Member States thus levelling the playing field. Well-functioning ETS is the most 
effective and proven means for that. 

• Since the climate change is a global challenge, the EU should aim for global carbon pricing with 
mechanisms fully compatible with WTO-rules.

• Along with legally binding targets and common regulation base also voluntary approaches should 
be used and developed. Particularly the Green Deal for Europe and the Climate Law must be 
aligned with the public-private-partnerships and activate all the stakeholders, seek for ideas from 
the Member States and include incentives to create and collaborate. 

• RDI-investments must serve developing the low carbon technologies. This must be targeted in the 
on-going multiannual financial framework negotiations, namely by the Horizon Europe mission. 

• Also, the Cohesion funds should focus on renewal of industry and energy through new technolo-
gies and innovations. 

• Technology neutral decarbonizing of the transport sector should be the focus of DG Clima’s 
actions. Electric mobility, low emission, biofuel combustion engines and hydrogen solutions are 
equally important for decarbonising the traffic and logistics sectors. 

• Public procurement must be applied in target-oriented way to reduce emissions and to improve 
energy and material efficiency. 

• The European Commission is planning a Circular Economy Action Plan 2.0. It must be concrete 
and ambitious. The regulatory barriers must be recognized and removed as soon as possible; for 
example, definitions of waste, risk classifications for certain chemicals and metals and eco-design 
principles should be revised so that they meet updated knowledge of risks and usage. Global stand-
ards and the EU are market driven and the most relevant tools to implement the best practices.

• Sustainable society is highly dependent on secure, clean and affordable supply of electricity.  
European energy systems must be transformed into emission free, smart and flexible system.

• With economic incentives we may reach the climate goals on time. It will also help the  
European business to renew itself.

Technology and Innovation have a Key Role in  
Combatting the Climate Change!

Further Information:
Helena Soimakallio, helena.soimakallio@tehcind.fi, +358 (0)40 5507706
Akseli Koskela, akseli.koskela@techind.fi, +358 (0)44 2771780

Technology Industries of Finland | Eteläranta 10, P.O. Box 10, 00131 Helsinki |   
Tel. +358 9 19 231 | www.techind.fi


